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Van Hart’s Search to Understand Hungary through Colage

world traveler has spent timenesmerizes her because they are in a more personal
throughout Europe and Afshows the growth of the citenvironment, for example,
rica, including Ireland, Engand how ‘it has been rewhen they are surrounded by
land, Egypt, Kenya, and mangonstructed so many timesftiends in a restaurant. But,
other countires. Van Hart devan Hart adds. One morningyalking down the street can
scribes navigating Paris “likafter remembering construdse off setting until one begins
(it's) the back of my hand.tion she passed on the wap understand the cultural dif-
il She has also been to Italy 5 bome she “knew the morninfgrences.
6 times and plans to go badight would hit the construc- Van Hart recalled an
8 twice during her time in Bution site” and hopped out oéxperience in Nairobi, Kenya.
M dapest this semester. bed, still dressed in her pajad man walked up to her and
Growing up in Balti- mas, threw on a coat, and rataced his arm on hers, and
more and attending Westerout to get pictures. started speaking Swabhili. He
Maryland College made Car- As Van Hart revelswas “looking right into my
roll County a home base foin the construction sites andyes,” recalled Van Hart, and
Van Hart and she eventuallgrchitectural beauty throughshe could understand him and

By: Laura Hutton returned to the school to teadbut the city, she is taken abadheir strongly intimate culture
part time in 1981. by the people she encounterthat differs from what she has
“It was a much big- Before returning to“We are in luck at the collegeencountered here.
ger love than my first husthe Hill, Van Hart went to(in Budapest); the people do Exploring and photo-

band,” Linda Van Hart, visit-graduate school at Towsonot speak English, they speakaphing the city, Van Hart
ing professor from Westminand fell in love with jewelry American.” They understanadontinues to search for more
ster campus says of her jewnaking. Unable to get into theur culture and many haveonstruction sites and keys to
elry making. Spending thevatercolor class she desired liged it. But, the story is dif-help her understand her place
semester on the BudapeBiend suggested she try a jevierent out on the streets. in Hungarian culture. Her
campus teaching Mixed Meelry making class. Her passion Hungarians listen tofeelings are reflected through
dia Collage, she explains thagrew from there. our music, but they do noa series of collages she is
this class will be “a great way After graduating fromknow our culture Van Hartworking on entitled “the
to work with students from allTowson, she taught at botktates, and she explains, tfoman in the mirror is wear-
over the world.” Francis Scott Key and Southaven't figured them out yeting my clothes; but, she is not
On main campusCarroll high schools in CarrollThose who are the nicest arae.”
Van Hart's jewelry makingCounty before returning tdhe ex-pats or relatives, peopldelp Van Hart and her stu-
class focuses on her passioh/MC. who are not true Hungarians.dents with their collage pro-
She enjoys working with Right after she began | told this woman she wagects by turning old magazines
metal and expressing hersealaching at the college, Vaheautiful and she backed offito her. Check the posters
through the jewelry sheHart had her first jewelryme like | was a leper.” around the second floor for
molds. “I love teaching almosshow through her Tollhouse On campus at homeletails.
as much as | love metal,” Vastudio in 1982. The studio i&if you don’t look someone i
Hart explains. run by Van Hart and shé¢he eye and say hi, you're
Here at the Budapesthows her jewelry in galleriesloing the ‘McDaniel thing,”
campus, however, metand at high end craft showadds Van Hart. She ackno
sculpting facilities were nothroughout the year. edges that it is not the sa
available. By teaching a col- While in Budapest,way here.
lage class, Van Hart allow¥an Hart has explored the city As Americans, Wwe
students a different venue fand its construction sites. “are used to greeting strang
expressing themselvebave a thing for constructioms we walk down the streq
through various mediumssites.” There is “not muchAs a culture, we are pret
creating collages that helpnder the hard hat, but a lautgoing. Hungarians a
transcend the cultural differunder the sleeves,” of cormmore internal on the stree™®
ences between students frostruction workers Van HarBy observing their culture, "source:
around the world. jokes. one notices their reservgéd www.tollhousestudio.com
This self-proclaimed The constructionnature, which warms up when
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Editorial

) ) prise, there was only one Jula@& English test? This is down-
“What in the World is  Term at McDaniel College. Asight insulting.
Going On?” Dr. Judith Mandy explained, this Another concern among
A Lack of Communication was a special exception, offeretiudents is the implementation of
at McDaniel College to thos_e stud_ents who wesganding _rule_s, which seems to be
Budapest paught in the middle of McDandone arblt.rarlly and on a case-by-
iel's change from a two-year cotase basis. In a college where
By: Estefania Luraschi lege to a four-year college. If thetudents should be considered
college had not offered a Jumgual, nobody should have an
Walk down the third floorterm, Dr. Mandy said, many stwadvantage over anybody else, for
hall of the building that housedents would not have been abihatever reason.
McDaniel College Budapest to graduate on time.
you are bound to meet at least However, with new policy With all the problems enu-
one student with a perplexedhanges concerning TOEFL reaerated here, one could conclude
confused look on their face. Asjuirements, further hurdles wetbat what lies at their core is a
them why - they will tell youput in place for students to gradlack of communication, clarity,
they have just found out they caate when they planned to. Aend information dissemination.
not graduate on time, they did noording to the current policyBut how brilliantly easy it is to
know they needed to complthose students who have nsolve this! Post it on the web. Put
with specific requisites, or thetaken and passed a TOEFL tdésin the student paper. E-mail it
still need to take an additionddy their fifth semester are onlyp students. Publish it in the
test they did not know about.  allowed to carry two courses pgreen student handbook. Pin it on
Of course, there is theemester, in addition to a TOERhe wall. Shout it out through
odd, irresponsible student whareparatory course, and if in thdwudspeakers. Anything.
has no idea what is going osijxth semester then only three What students themselves
needs to be held by the hand, aredjular courses. can do, and are in the process of
needs to be reminded of their du- While it is true that stu-doing, is find a way to voice their
ties time and again. However, tltents are responsible for obtaiown concerns. Besides keeping
number of seemingly cluelesag test scores on their own tintaemselves informed on their
students is unusually high. and convenience, some studepisn, which to a certain extent is
One issue which arose rare under time pressure to finishe responsibility of each student,
cently pertains to the existence oh time while taking a normaWicDaniel Budapest students are
a June Term. This is a three-wee&urse load, and this puts themiat the process of reviving the
course, usually offered in Januaan unfair disadvantage. once active, but now dormant,
as Jan Term or January Term, If only this were the solé&tudent Union. This is one of the
which is a requisite for studentgoblem with the new TOEFlways students can make sure pol-
to receive diplomas fronmule — but it is not. Another majoicy issues are discussed or, at the
McDaniel. According to our Acaproblem many students encountegry least, announced to all.
demic Advisor, Dr. Judiths the criteria by which they are  The bottom line is that stu-
Mandy, “The Jan Terms haver are not exempted from takingents need to have a way to know
always been taught by professdfgs English test. What are thehat is going on behind the ad-
from the main campus. Thieriteria? Whether the student isnainistration’s walls, and that
gives our McDaniel Budapestational of an English-speakingiles have to be very clear-cut as
students another opportunity &iate. How does one determinearll as be implemented fairly
take a different and interestingnglish speaking state? Whahd universally. This will truly
course from a professor from thebout a commonwealth? Andhprove the atmosphere and
States--something that is not dew does one tell a student, witommunity spirit at McDaniel
ways available to them othehas spent their entire school lifeollege Budapest.
wise.” learning in English, as there are
Much to students’ surprisesuch things as English-language
there will be no June Term thisternational schools in existence
year. To the students’ further suieday, that they still need to take
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Response to the Editorial

Response from Dean Frenyo

Dear Editor:
| would like to take this opportunity to respondthe editorial published in this issue of
The Messenger.

First of all, the historic background of the onedamly June Term has been thoroughly explained by
Dr. Mandy. The purpose of having guest professomffier the Jan Term from the main campus is to
strengthen the contact between Westminster andasapus here in Budapest.

Passing the TOEFL has always been a prerequisitemain a student of McDaniel College, since the
original structure of the program allowed a studenspend the first two years in Budapest only and
students were supposed to transfer to the main wsufgp the upper two year of their education. The
TOEFL has not only been a requirement of all US@igeducation institutions for transfer students, b

it also has been enforced by the US immigratiomarities as a requirement to granting a US student
visa. Only those students are exempted from tlgsirement are those who are considered to be native
speakers according to their citizenship. They awmired, however, to take two courses of a foreign
language—something which is not required from oth&@rnational students.

Following the extension of the program to a fulediged four year degree program at the Budapest
Campus, the above requirement remained effectivetb@came a diploma requirement even for those
who can not transfer to the main campus. The argumas that it would be unfair to exempt students
who stay in Budapest from this requirement, wttiis & must for all others who spend some timéat t
main campus. At the beginning it was up to our etisl to pass the TOEFL any time during the four
years of their education. The reality showed somgtklse, however, since it turned out that mom an
more students kept postponing the test, and therdfiey were not eligible to be granted their dipdo

It is a quite astonishing phenomenon from the ncaimpus’s perspective as to how a graduating stu-
dent of an American college is unable to pass &HL, which is a prerequisite for all international
students wishing to study in the States.

In order to stimulate the process, a new regulatias been introduced in an incremental manner,
mostly because the so-called American Experiengeseer has recently been introduced, meaning that
every students entering the program from fall 2802quired to spend at least one semester atdine m
campus.

According to the new regulation (which was annodnicethe Fall 2006 semester, and has been con-
tinuously emphasized since then), students entehag fifth semester in fall 2007 without a valid
TOEFL score are enrolled in a TOEFL Intensive séememeaning that they can only take two regular
courses beyond taking an additional 8 hours of FlOEelated courses. In case the test is not padsged
the end of the fifth semester, then only three lagctourses can be taken during the six semesgers b
yond an additional 4 hours of TOEFL related prefmmyacourses--and the system remains like that un-
til the TOEFL requirement is met.

As you can see, the change was announced well ath¢ede through an intensive campaign. Several
forums have been organized about the topic. Dkriea) the Provost of the main campus even devoted
a special meeting to the topic emphasizing the ssityeof the TOEFL, while launching the American
Experience program.

The system is clearly spelled out with capitaldetton the Registration Form that each studenssign
each semester during registration.

In reference to the editorial's comment about tHati@ry”implementation of standing rules,” | can
hardly interpret that with the lack of solid facks.case evidence is provided, we are certainlyndpe
discuss those issues, as well.
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Traveling

| never thought | would see as many sheep

Flipflops in the Winter; a Week in as | did in the Sousse medina; little children all
Tunisia around you dragging their sheep somewhere! I'm

sure | would under normal circumstances be dis-

By: Maja Florsic turbed by the site of this, but somehow everything

, ) seemed to fit in with everything else so well.

_ Sick of snow, cold wind, hats and gloves, I | t5ynd the people were so friendly and sin-

decided to spend a week of this winter somewhelg, 5nd seemed happy which was very refreshing.

warm, wearing flip flops and skirts. This is h_o‘_""l'he sunny weather fit the people and the atmos-
stumbled upon a travel agency offer for TunisigHgre perfectly.

didn’t know much about this country except that it Our hotel was situated just outside of

was situated in the North of Africa but the pholgssse and it wasn't nearly as nice as it seemed on
graphs in the catalogue were of palm trees gpd photographs. | noticed that in comparison to

beeches which was exactly what | wanted. European hotels a star or two needs to be removed
After a surprisingly long and uncomfortablg match the category.

flight (as the plane for some reason had to go t0  The peach was just a few meters from our

Prague and a Tunisien island Djerba first, neithgfe| and it was beautifully taken care of as was
of which were actually on the way), we reachgd hotel garden. The sea was turquoise, full af se
Sousse; the third largest Tunisien city. shells but cold, which didn't stop me from spend-

Sousse is an old city located 140km froRy most of the days on the beach, trying desper-

Tunis, the capital. It is on the mediterranean t;og&.w to get a tan and returning to the hotel cold
East of the country. Its economy is based Q" ntanned.

transport equipment, processed food, olive oll,  Eyen though the temperature was actually

textiles, leather and tourism. The TuniSiSUite a bit lower than we had hoped it to be
currancy is the Dinar. - no flipflops or skirts for me in the end), a weak
Sousse has a beautiful old Medina; a sec{pfisia in the winter was still a pleasant change

of the city enclosed by amazing walls, containiggn, the Budapest snow and a wonderful insight
many narrow stone paved streets which has hggng completely different culture.

declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Infact,
many North African cities have a Medina which in

Arabic simply means “town”. The Sousse medina
contains no cars or traffic, only pedestrians. Mg«
markets and bazaars are contained within the
dina giving it a special unique charm.

As we entered the medina we were swam
with the first confusing but intriguing, later ju
exhausting salesmen and their endless attemp
get us to buy something and bargain with thg
They set the prices abnormally high at which
have to try to have them lowered. It almost see
to me that they would in some way feel offende
| didn’t bargain with them!

At one pint, walking through the medina
was extremely happy | managed to lower the p
of a stuffed toy camel | had bought for my litt
brother from 20 Dinars to 9, only to learn in a few
hours the real price for such a camel is less than Medina walls
Dinars!

Further into the medina we came across a
food market out in the streets, selling everything
from different spices to live chicken, ducks and
sheep.
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Traveling

Inside Medina

A small spice shop in Medina

Selling spices in the Medina
market

Sousse beach
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Review
—— the Communists... they have other locations around the

that is as rich as its espresso. Sittipigere and great place to ‘people
on the corner Andrassy ut 70., thigatch’ when you need that hour or
once public café was confiscated By break from the studying.

the Communist Party in 1949 and Both cafés, Lukacs and
was closed to the public. Original;.C.C., are wonderful places and |
Lukacs was owned and operated bgve found their espresso to be
a family known as (go figure) theighly decent espresso. However,
Lukacs family. When the Commuhe C.C.C. is a far cry from the 1949
nists took over the café, they transtmosphere of the Lukacs Café.
formed it into the meeting place dfikewise, | don’t know how you feel

i ARNTE The Lukacs Café has a histoojty, as well. It is a calming atmos-

Budapest Coffee Houses:

1949 v. 2008 the secret police (www.budapestbout breaking social norms, but |
tourist-guide.com). would not be caught dead lugging
By: Amy Rust Imagine, now, pipe and cigany laptop into Lukéacs and ordering

_ smoke drifting and swirling aboua chocolate croissant with a vanilla
| was first introduced to Cofyhe niformed men who hold newtatte, making far too much noise on
fee \_/vhen | tell m_love with th(_e_bo- apers and coffee cups, situated veny keyboard. The 1949 atmosphere
hemian feel behind the traditiongly;iiy, non their red, comfy chairdias not completely been run out, in
American coffee house. Inmy earfyajicious cakes sit, half eaten, any opinion, and it is more the place
high school years, going to thegge crispy white table cloths. Waitete wear nice clothes and bring your
cafes became a ritual between 1Y, around bringing trays of pasne or two friends. Opposite, it
friends and me. We would sit fQfiag and food and whisking awayould be — and is — perfectly accept-
hours_ and 'hear the poetry readingseq cups and saucers. There iglde to bring the laptop and a few
on Friday nights and then come bacKaer here about the weather, tmere friends to the C.C.C to catch
to eat delicious pastries on Saturdgy, anq all those regular words ewp on the latest gossip or, as previ-
mornings. On my January Term trigy,nqeq by men in Communist urbusly stated, do homework.
to ltaly in 2007, | tasted real Italiapy s A piano man sits on hje _
espresso, which has since becoig,.h in the corner on weekda

my drink qf choice. Naturally, when 4 plays his ditties to please thds
| began this study abroad trip to Bgl'tting at the tables. '

dapest, | made it my personal goal to ;o\ step forward a few!
experience as many coffee NOUSES, < As a college student living
and cafés as | possibly could in t big city, it can be rough sometim|g
far too short of time that | will bg, finq a quite niche to study and ¢
spending here. And so, it IS Wilomework. You need a place wi
great passion that | begin this hisgmforaple chairs and coffee
torical coffee house expeditio[geep you awake as well as past
around this beautiful city of Buda;,q “sandwiches for thod
pest, Hungary. Allow me to start by,qnework munchies’ that tend 1
taking you back to the year 1943... '\ nhile plowing your wa
when the country was taken over @(rough something written by Dan

or struggling to find the meanin
behind imaginary numbers. T
perfect place for you is the Califor-
nia Coffee Company. With free  As for me, someone who is
wireless internet, comfy chairs, delpddicted to coffee and loves history
cious caramel macchiato with @S well as the internet, | am torn be-
caramel muffin (or white chocolatBveen the two cafés. | would rec-
mocha with a white chocolatemmend to you, dear reader, to
cookie, or even just a chai tea affieck them out, if you have not yet
their ‘green bagel’), the college kiglready done so. See for yourself
in search of some homework corand taste the atmospheric differ-
pletion can find a home away frofnces as well as the coffees of these
the school computer lab! two lovely cafés in Budapest, Hun-
Personally, | like to go to th@ary!
— C.C.C. on Teréz korut 38, but | hear
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Book Review

e e e s L P S OO SRR RS S, permeqtes every action taken by the characters as
CRITICALLT ACCLAIMED BINECTOR OF TT they spiral continuously downward. Do not expect
STARRI a happy ending or cliché realizations. As the autho
himself writes in the preface, “I do not think teer
will ever be a requiem for the dream, simply be-
cause it will destroy us before we have a chance to
mourn its passing.” This novel will destroy all
HUBERT SELBY JR. hope you may have had for the characters and bril-

e liantly show you the dark side of the American
REQUIEA

Dream.
The story is about four main characters suffering
A D P L from different addictions, trying their hardest to
. A\ | fool themselves into thinking that they can make it
big and live an easy life.
POREWORDS §Y BARREN ANCNOISET AND RICHARD PRICHE Sara Goldfarb is a lonely widow who spends her
days watching television, eating chocolate covered
cherries, and pining for her late husband Seymour.
Harry Goldfarb, Sara's black sheep of a son, is an-
other main character. Harry's circle of acquaintan-
ces includes his girlfriend Marion, an intelligent,
attractive young girl with a talent for paintingtbu
paralyzed with defeatist and self-loathing feelings
Harry's best friend is Tyrone C. Love, a young
| black man who grew up poor in Harlem but would
like to escape from the harsh realities of theestre
While minor characters come and go during the
course of the story, Selby focuses on these four to
attempt to show the course of doom associated
with addiction. However, the novel is not only a
Requiem For A Dream - A deep, commentary about the devastating affec_ts of drugs,
dark provocative story of the loss of trutltht it also demonstrates r]ow the pursuit of wealth
. and fame can destroy one’s soul.
and reality A critically acclaimed film of the same name was
released in 2000 and directed by Darren Aronof-
sky. The movie really did an admirable job of rec-
“Requiem For a Dream” by Hubert Selby Jr. ig&gting the story, yet it is when Selby gets itite t
book that starts out sad and gets worse. Thene gharacters heads that we experience emotions that
unexplainable feeling of terror and heartache th@imovie can really create.

By: Katya Ivanova

60 SECONDSWhat do you eat for lunch, and where do you eat®” Amy Rust

Paul Salerno- Math Major  Juan Rodriguez- Math Major

~x

Fernando Gomes English Major

“At school, Sandwich” “At school, Sandwich or chicken “At home, Sandwich with fruit*
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Jokes

Submitted by: Sven Pomykalo

A new manager spends a week at his new office théhmanager he is
replacing. On the last day the departing manadjerten, "I have left
three numbered envelopes in the desk drawer. OQpenaelope if you
encounter a crisis you can't solve."

Three months down the track there is major draweryghing goes
wrong - the usual stuff - and the manager feelyg tleeatened by it all.

He remembers the parting words of his predecesgbopens the first envelope. The message inside
says "Blame your predecessor!" He does this arglajethe hook.

About half a year later, the company is experieg@rip in sales, combined with serious product
problems. The manager quickly opens the secondare/eThe message read, "Reorganize!" This he
does, and the company quickly rebounds.

Three months later, at his next crisis, he opeasttind envelope. The message inside says "Prepare
three envelopes”

A little boy was lost at a large shopping mall

A little boy was lost at a large shopping mall. &gproached a uniformed
policeman and said, "I've lost my dad!"

The cop asked, "What's he like?"

The little boy replied, "Beer and women with bigobs."

Sports Schedule

The hours below are available at the

“'q MCEDANIEL

COLLEGE

Vv _Sary College gym (across the — R
’ < iy for student use: BUDAPESI
a ’
Friday Editor: .
ayout:
Football: 4:00 - 5:30 Katya lvanova Sven Pomykalo
Basketball: 5:30 - 7:00 Staff Writers: c 4 Distributi
Estefania Luraschi opy and Distribution:
The Messenger staff Katya Ivanova Sven Pomykalo
encourages our readers t%aja I_Elortsic Advisor:
send their comments in |71 "US Dr. Mandy

Laura Hutton
letters to the editor. | Alexander Grigorasenco

E-mall: katya.ivanova@yahoo.com




