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  Just a few inventions that have come from 
Hungarians… 

 
Donat Banki  (1859-1922) inventor of 
the carburetor 
 
Laszlo Biro, (1899-1985) modern ball-
point pen 
 
Otto Blathy (1860-1939) co-inventor of 
the transformer, wattmeter, alternating 

current (AC) and turbo generator 
 
Dennis Gabor (1900-1979)  holographs 
 
Peter Carl Goldmark, (1906-1977)  vinyl record  
 
George de Hevesy (1885-1966)  
radioactive tracer (used to trace 
chemical reactions) 
 
János Irinyi (1817-1895)  noiseless 
match 
 

György Jendrassik  (1898-1954)  turboprop (used in air-
planes) 

 
Tivadar Puskas (1844-1893) telephone 
exchange (telephone switchboards) 
 
Ern�  Rubik (1944-)  Rubik's cube 
 
 
Bela Schick (1877-1967)  
diphtheria test 

 
Leó Szilárd (1898-1964) Part of the Manhattan Project, co-
developed the atomic bomb and patented the nuclear reactor 
with Enrico Fermi.  
 
Edward Teller (1908-2003) Part of 
the Manhattan Project and father 
of the hydrogen bomb 
 
Kalman Tihanyi (1897-1947) co-
inventor of cathode ray tube and 
iconoscope (both used in project-
ing images onto computer and 

Jokes 

Good (?) Advice for          
Parenting… 
 
Submitted by: Chelsea Blair 
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By. John Meyers 
 

Recently, one of the 
long-time staff mem-
bers, Dr. Judith 
Mandy, departed 
from McDaniel and 
left a very large gap 
to fill. Professor Mat-
thew Adamson is 
now making a valiant 
effort to fill the void 
many of the students 
fee l from Dr. 
Mandy’s absence. 
 The position 

of Director of Academics and Student 
Affairs is no small task. This position 
grew out of Dr. Mandy’s original posi-
tion as a composition course instructor. 
When recently asked, Dr. Mandy ex-
plained the evolution of her position in 
our school.  
 Dr. Mandy started working in 
McDaniel soon after her arrival to Hun-
gary in 1998. At that point the college 
was referred to as “Western Maryland.” 
Alongside her work at McDaniel, she 
taught in a few language schools for a 
number of semesters. After a few semes-
ters a problem arose, originating from 
the main campus. One of the visiting 
professors was unable to accompany a 
fresh group of visiting students.  
 To solve the problem, the main 
campus asked Dr. Mandy to be the con-
tact person for the Study Abroad stu-
dents. Their relationship worked out so 
well that the main campus asked Dr. 
Mandy to continue working with the 
groups, and thus her title as Student Liai-
son to the Westminster students was 

born.  
 Throughout her years working in 
this position, Dr. Mandy has helped 
many a student with problems of adjust-
ment and the like. She was always there 
to lend a hand and was full of useful 
information. Aside from that, it was al-
ways obvious that she simply cared 
about the students.  
 After a few years of teaching, a 
group of students approached Dr. Mandy 
and asked for her help in the process of 
forming a Student Union, setting up a 
student newspaper, which has been up 
and running for several semesters now 
and assisting in the organization of stu-
dent social activities. After successfully 
helping the students and managing the 
work load that came as part of the proc-
ess, Dr. Mandy earned the title “Director 
of Student Activities.” Alongside these 
positions she also taught two literature 
courses, Multicultural Literature and 
Literature of the American South, and a  
Journalism class.  
 Although it is hard to imagine 
that a person could accept more than the 
workload that Dr. Mandy had already 
accumulated through the years, she 
forged on. Just two years ago, Dean 
Frenyo asked Dr. Mandy to become 
more involved in academics, and she 
accepted the challenge assuming the title 
“Director of Academic and Student Af-
fairs.”  
 Dr. Mandy is now happily settled 
in at the CEU School of Business as the 
Student Academic Advisor to the MBA 
and undergraduate program students. 
She does, however, miss all of the 
McDaniel student with whom she was 
acquainted and says “Hi!” Meanwhile, 
Professor Adamson has taken over all of 
Dr. Mandy’s old responsibilities. 

 Professor Adamson is ready for 
his new position. He earned a Ph.D. in 
History and Philosophy of Science from 
Indiana University. Professor Adamson 
feels “honored to have this chance to 
take part and be responsible for the many 
different aspects of student and academic 
life at McDaniel.”  
 Professor Adamson teaches three 
courses at McDaniel: Environmental 
Policy, Comparative Western Polities, 
and U.S. Campaigns and Elections. Due 
to this, Professor Adamson is already  
well acquainted with many of the stu-
dents. He believes that in any college, no 
matter how big or small, good, intellec-
tual activities and programs are essential 
to help the student’s minds flourish. He 
therefore encourages students to develop 
and participate in such programs and is 
“receptive 
to initia-
tives for 
social and 
intellectual 
activities.” 
 One 
thing is for 
sure; at McDaniel, students can always 
feel that they are in good hands. We are 
glad to accept Prof. Adamson as the new 
Director of Academic and Student Af-
fairs, wish him luck, and look forward to 
the future relationship. On the other 
hand, Dr. Mandy’s ten years of help and 
contributions will continue to be appreci-
ated and unforgotten. As Professor 
Adamson says in reference to Dr. Mandy 
and his new position in at McDaniel, 
“You can fill the position but you can’t 
replace the person.” 

Endings Are Sometimes Just New Beginnings... 

· Pre- Registration is from November 19th—25th. This is the only opportunity to register for next semester’s classes. And 
you must sign up for an appointment with your faculty advisor. Sign up sheets are in the Secretariat's office Room 222. 

· January Term Registration is also underway, to sign up go to Room 222. 
· Deadline for the McDaniel Research Prize is coming up on November 21. Paper should be submitted electronically to      

Bernadett Solti  bsolti@mcdaniel.hu 

Notices and Reminders 
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How Obama Won 
 
By: Jason Norton 
 

The race is officially 
over, and Barack 
Obama is the 44th 
President elect of the 
United States.  This has 
been a historic cam-
paign season which 
witnessed the first Afri-
can American being 
elected.  Although it is 
important to take in the 
moment it is also im-
portant to reflect on 
how Obama got to this 
point.   
 On first observation one may note the need for 
“change” for which Obama is credited. One may also note 
the American public sentiment, or of the world, that America 
is headed in the wrong direction and needs a break from Re-
publican rule.  But, this does not tell the whole story.  One 
has to ask how the circumstances came to be such that a 
black man named Barack Hussein Obama could not only 
defeat the Clinton Political machine in the Democratic Pri-
maries, but then go on to win the general election and defeat 
John McCain.  There are many reasons which could be dis-
cussed for hours at length, but there are three main ones that 
should be noted.  Those three are one, logistics, two, the or-
ganization of the Obama campaign, and, three, a little bit of 
luck.   
 After Obama defeated Hillary Clinton in the Democ-
ratic Primary he was left with the difficult decision to either 
accept public or private financing for the general election.  
This was difficult because he had previously made the com-
mitment to accept public financing (governmental funds), 
and accepting private financing (donor led financing) could 
appear hypocritical and typical of the Washington politician 
he was trying to separate himself from.  He decided to con-
tinue with private financing. Although this has ramifications 
for the future, this may have been one of the best strategic 
moves he could have made.  He was able to outraise John 
McCain nearly 4 to1, as his total funds reached nearly 650 
million dollars.  Obama was able to spend more on television 
advertising and position more campaign operations within 
every state than John McCain.  Logistics wise he had the 
clear advantage. 
 One of the things noted about the Obama campaign 
was how organized and calm is was.  The campaign never 
panicked when an advertisement was released against 
Obama, and they never detracted from their initial message 
of “change.”  At every campaign rally and event one could 
not help but notice a banner or sign that had some relevance 
to “change” or “the change we need.”  They had an advan-
tage: the Obama campaign could focus on the low approval 
ratings of President Bush.  They appear to have been success-
ful in linking John McCain with “4 more years of Bush”, and 

thus building upon their message.  Whether or not a person 
understood what “change” really meant, the Obama cam-
paign was able to instill a lasting image in the minds of vot-
ers.   
 Finally, Obama was a bit fortunate.  According to 
Gallup polling, Obama and McCain were reasonably close 
through the end of August, and as of September 9th Gallup 
polling had John McCain ahead of Obama shortly following 
the Republican National Convention.  What has changed 
since that point has been the economic collapse of the finan-
cial sector.  Obama was not only lucky by the timing of this 
event but also by McCain’s reaction: the Arizona senator 
suspended his campaign and headed back to Washington.  
According to public polls, this was viewed as a pure political 
move than an act of altruism.  This act is what sealed the deal 
for Obama, as he moved up in the polls shortly afterwards 
and never looked back.  This was clearly a year in which the 
Democratic contender had the advantage, based on the pub-
lic’s perception of President Bush and the Republican Party.  
Obama took advantage as best he could, and as a result he 
will soon become the next president.     
 
 
                            Why He Lost:  
         The Rise and Demise of John McCain 
 
By: Jason Norton 
 

A t first glance, answering the question as to why John 
McCain lost this election is as simple as saying because 
Barack Obama won.  At second glance though it is a bit 
shocking that Obama did not trounce McCain even more in 
the popular vote and the Electoral College.  This is shocking 
because John McCain faced the uphill battle of being con-
nected with two unpopular wars, an unpopular Republican 
Party, and an unpopular president.  The Democrats and 
Barack Obama had the advantage from the beginning, but 
somehow up until September 9th John McCain was either 
very close or leading Obama in the polls.   
 Some credited this to McCain’s distance from the Re-
publican Party.  For years he was labeled a moderate Repub-
lican, and rumors at one point suggested he was considering 
switching parties and joining the Democrats.  In 2004 he was 
also asked by John Kerry to be his running mate. For these 
reasons and more people within his own party did not much 
like him, although he was respected.  John McCain was thus 
viewed as an experienced politician who could truly work 
with both parties to fix the lingering problems.  His campaign 
though was not a reflection of this, and as a result he may 
have lost more than just the election.  As does the Obama 
article, this article focuses on the same three reasons, but in 
the context of why he lost: logistics, organization, and [bad] 
luck.   
 The single most fateful move that hindered what 
McCain could do was accepting public financing.  In a nor-
mal election both of the candidates would have accepted pu-
bic financing, something that was implemented to keep spe-
cial interests out of the campaigns and to keep a candidate 
from “buying” an election.  Barack Obama is the first major 
party candidate to decline this financing since the system was 

Politics  

McDaniel College 7 The Messenger 

 

Sports 

Sports Update 
 
By Jenai Towuru 
 
Football 
 The EPL, SPL, Budesliga, Serie A, La Liga, and 
Ligue 1 are all in full swing with Chelsea, Celtic, 
Leverkusen, Internazionale, Barcelona, and Lyon at the top 
of their respective division table. These are familiar top- 
flight clubs at the top of their respective league tables 
(maybe with the exception of Leverkusen) but it is still too 
early in the season to begin to hint at which clubs will win 
their respective league titles. This season in each league 
has so far been thrilling and pulsating with surprises but 
expect it to get better even as it reaches its climax. Watch 

live SPL, Budesliga, Serie A, La Liga, and Ligue 1 games 
LIVE on Sport Klub, Sport 1, and Sport 2 at weekends- 
Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays. 
 
Motorsport 
 The F1 season is ended with Lewis Hamilton win-
ning the drivers championship by just a point and Ferrari 
claiming the constructors title. Kudos to Hamilton who lost 
out on the title to Kimi Raikkonen last year. He now be-
comes the youngest F1 champion and the first ever person 
of colour to claim the coveted drivers championship. The 
next season promises to be more competitive and thrilling 
with Fernando Alonso hoping to rekindle the glory days of 
Renault while Kimi Raikkonen seeks to reclaim his lost 
title. 

The Legend That is IKEA 
 
By: Sebastian Pesthy 

 
 I t started sixty- 
five years ago in the ga-
rage of the seventeen 
years young Ingvar Kam-
prad in a Swedish village 
called Agunnaryd. It is a 
story which could is like 
many of those about the 
American Dream. But no, 

it is a Scandinavian success story. 
 IKEA is probably the most famous furniture shop in 
the world. What started in 1943 by selling items such as 
handbags, matches, and watches turned into a large furni-
ture chain. After big success by selling those articles, 
Kamprad started building cheap, practical furniture for 
Swedish framers.  It went so far that he was able to publish 
the first IKEA catalogue eight years later in1951. From 
that point Kamprad focused on furniture and was able to 
open his first furniture store 1958 in the Swedish town 
Älmhult.  
 Since then IKEA has expanded from Sweden all 
over the world. Today there are about 271 of those big 
blue and yellow beacons spread in thirty-six countries. 
Probably the most famous products of IKEA are the 
“BILLY” shelf (pictured below), which probably every 
second customer has bought at least once in their life and 
the “Klippan” sofa (pictured below) that has been available 

since 1978. Today the target groups 
are not farmers in the countryside 

anymore but students who have just moved into their first 
apartment, young couples and families. IKEA is unique 
because it was the first furniture store, which gave the cos-
tumer a design plan for a whole room and not only certain 
pieces of furniture. Out of ten students asked,  everyone of 
them have shopped at IKEA. 
   Ahumanya Jolmbosco KC, an art student at 
McDaniel College says that he really likes IKEA because 
it is attractive for young students. The only disadvantage is 
in his opinion is that it makes him spend too much money, 
because there is a solution for every furniture problem.       
 Navid Laniakan a Pre-medical student from Sweden 
says that everything he has in his room is from IKEA. He 
prefers shopping there because the furniture store always 
has the latest furniture fashion and you can always mix up 
different styles of furniture. 
  IKEA  has not only become a trendsetter for furni-
ture dilemmas because of its unique but practical design 
but also a realistic and economically sound solution for 
furniture predicaments, especially for students. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Culture 

Proud new owners of  some IKEA furniture. 
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The Winding Road to 2010 
 
By: Jenai Towuru 
 

 The eyes of the world shall feast 
on the breathtaking aesthetic scenery of 
Cape Town and find it impossible to 
resist the gastronomic indulgences Jo-
hannesburg has to offer come 2010. For 
one month there shall be one language 
spoken, one culture celebrated, and one 
dance to one rhythm- football. The 
euphoria of South Africa becoming the 
first African nation to host the World 
Cup is spreading  like wildfire through-
out Africa reigniting an unbridled pas-
sion for the sport and a new pride for 
the African continent. The sentiment 
from the rest of the world however is 
one of strong scepticism reinforced with 
the general consensus that South Africa 
has bitten more than it can chew and 
there is every reason to sympathize with 
such criticism especially with the some-
what lackadaisical attitude South Africa 
has demonstrated so far in it’s prepara-
tions for hosting the event. 
 There is no doubt that South Af-
rica faces an uphill task in trying to 
meet aspirations some might call far-
fetched but the mere fact that South 
Africa has stepped up to the plate 
should serve as an indication of the vi-
sion, potential, and possibilities the na-

tion has to offer and the exemplary role 
it is willing to take on as a leading force 
in Africa. South Africa has been under-
going rapid transformation since the end 
of Apartheid with the establishment of a 
stable political system and the rise of a 
new middle class but these successes 
have been overshadowed by a social 
ambience that is dangerously unstable 
and highly volatile, a phenomenon that 
could potentially undermine the success 
of 2010.   
 Crime has become like a cancer-
ous tumour in the South African society 
and the government is running out of 
ideas on how to tackle it. The govern-
ment has targeted a reduction in crime 
levels by five to seven percent over the 
next five years with the deployment of 
30 000 more police into cities and sub-
urbs by the start of the World Cup. The 

success of  2010 would be determined 
by the ability of the South African gov-
ernment to check the ever increasing 
crime rate.    
 More worrisome still is the fact 
that South Africa lacks the economic 
and social infrastructure to effectively 
host the biggest event in football. As a 
result, South Africa is expected to spend 
at over a billion dollars in building new 
stadiums and upgrading old ones. A 
new transportation infrastructure is be-
ing built and new hotels are being con-
structed to accommodate the many fans 
and guests that will descend on South 
Africa in 2010.    

 Despite these efforts, there are 
fears South Africa may not complete 
these projects in time, thus effectively 
failing to deliver on it's promise of a 
successful World Cup. Time would tell 
but it would be a fatal mistake to judge 
the success of the 2010 World Cup 
based on previous successes, especially 
the 2006 World Cup hosted in Ger-
many, and the reason, though shocking, 
is reasonably true. South Africa is ar-
guably the front runner in the African 
continent in terms of development but it 
fails to stand on par with other devel-
oped countries of the West as a result of 
its social deficiencies. The measure of 
success therefore should be based on its 
potential and a leading African nation 
 It is fair that South Africa will be 
hosting the 2010 World Cup and it is a 
source of pride for Africans and football 
lovers but it is also expedient that the 
potential for possibilities is recognized 
and a new path to growth, development, 
and sustainability is embarked on that 
would not only put South Africa on par 
with the West but will compel other 
African nations to emulate their 
neighbour.     
 Because after all the wild cele-
brations of another World Cup we 
would be catapulted back to the reality 
of having to deal with a fragmented and 
decaying society corrupt and rife with 
strife and the failure to deal with this 
could resign us to a tortuous spell of 
vague uncertainty for the future.    

Sports 
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Politics 
Why He Lost Con’td.  
 Obama was able to outspend McCain in advertising 
and in state operations.  McCain attempted to label Obama a 
“money hog”, the actual person out of touch with the eco-
nomic situation of the U.S.  This attack, unfortunately for 
McCain, gained little to no traction.  The issue of campaign 
finance is one of the most important issues that got no atten-
tion.  McCain was forced to spend resources in areas of the 
country that were considered Republican strongholds because 
Obama was able to spread his resources that far—McCain 
got creamed logistically. 
 Since the McCain campaign could not compete with 
the Obama fundraising machine they had to rely on their 
message, but unfortunately they failed in this regard.  
Whereas Obama’s central message was “change”, McCain’s 
message ironically “changed” day to day.  He initially tried to 
label himself as the “maverick”, the “straight talker”, the 
reformer.  What happened was that the campaign appeared to 
switch attention from him to Obama.  The messages then 
centered around Obama’s connection with terrorism, or ques-
tioning who he was.  This effort was done largely by his run-
ning mate Sara Palin.  She was also credited with hurting 
McCain’s campaign, not only by her heated rhetoric but her 
repeated gaffes during multiple television interviews.  In 
these she appeared incompetent, and choosing her as the Re-
publican running mate reflected poorly on McCain’s judg-
ment.  When things were not going right for McCain, things 
went from bad to worse.  His campaign appeared dysfunc-
tional by the end.   

 Finally, McCain 
was the recipient of 
bad luck.  By Septem-
ber 9th, as was already 
noted, he was leading 
Obama in the polls.  
Then, the economic 
meltdown began in 
full.  The bad economy 
was already the leading 
issue in the minds of 
voters, and John McCain was viewed as someone unable to 
understand this problem.  He further shot himself in the foot 
when he made the critical mistake of suspending his cam-
paign to go back to Washington in order to help and solve the 
problem. This was a problem because it was viewed as less 
than altruistic.  It was from this point on that McCain went 
down and was never able to get back up.  Had he handled this 
issue a little differently he may still have lost the election but 
it may have been a bit closer than it was.   
 The biggest problem though was McCain himself. 
Those who knew him best thought he had changed who he 
was for the worst in order to win an election.  The thing he 
may also have lost other than the election was his honor and 
integrity. These are the major reasons for his loss.   We 
would do well to remember, however: “Do not judge a man 
by his flaws alone, but by the entirety of his life.”     

We Hope  
 
By Kaitie Welch 

 

As the juggernaut that was the 
2008 Presidential Election slowly 
falls to slumber in the pages of 
newspapers and history books, a 
new question and potential obsta-
cle emerges to the forefront. Can 
we turn ‘Yes We Can’ into ‘Yes 
We Are’, and do we have the 
patience?  
 It was my proudest mo-
ment as an American to see 
Barack Obama elected on No-
vember 4th. The election of an 
African-American (or partly Af-
rican-American) president was a 

moment that my own parents said they would never live to 
see, and it happened well before many thought it would. 
Obama’s policy represents many things that I’d wanted in a 
president or a governmental body but never expected so soon 
(I guess sometimes Christmas comes early!). However, as 
much as I celebrate his victory, I hesitate to say that he is the 
change we need and have to limit myself to accept merely his 
potential to be the change we need. 

Despite our hunger for change, and despite our own 

concepts of social progress, I fear that we set a mortal man up 
to challenges that only a god could prevail upon in four short 
years (Iraq, health care, national deficit, the current economic 
disaster, and Social Security — to name just a few) and it will 
become all too important that we learn to pace ourselves in 
order to not to be disappointed. The president-elect’s current 
position is like that of a band-aid on a wound that needs su-
tures — it makes us feel better —  but until the process is 
taken to the next step and Obama can begin overturning the 
last eight years of Bush doctrine, he really only acts as a paci-
fier for the mind. However, with Congress being Democratic 
in the majority, the president-elect should be able to avoid the 
constant battles to overturn legislature and pass new bills that 
are all too common when the president and the Congress are 
held by opposing political parties.  

I believe in Barack Obama. I truly hope that he can 
complete even half of what he has set out to do; our hopes 
rose so high with this election that if his presidency is even 
half as successful in giving the people what he has promised 
then we will have the privilege of being part of a reformed 
and polished American Dream.  

I encourage everyone to acknowledge that reform 
takes time, effort, and most likely a re-election in four years. 
The battle for the next election will undoubtedly be as mon-
strous as this one. Only two presidents have ever lost an in-
cumbent election, but with that we should be reassured but 
not convinced, because as the face of politics changes so his-
torically, all bets are off and our patience and allegiance are 
more important then ever.  

Editorial 
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Events 
Budapest and the World Celebrates Historical 

U.S Election 
By: Chelsea Blair 
 

Americans, Hungarians, Canadians, Democrats, 
Republicans and many more nationalities and political per-
suasions all gathered together in bipartisan harmony to attend 
the U.S Election Night Party. The event was organized by the 
American Chamber of Commerce (AmCham) and held at the 
Corinthia Grand Hotel on voting day, November 4th.  

Local celebrities among the crowd included US Am-
bassador to Hungary April Foley, former Hungarian environ-
ment minister and current Free Democrat Party (SzDSz) 
leader, Gábor Fodor, and liquor producer Peter Zwack of 
Zwack Unicum Nyrt., among others. The event was filled to 
capacity and party goers enjoyed a vast buffet, free drinks, 
election night news coverage and commentary as well as 
some fun and games including a U.S Presidential quiz show 
and a mock election.  

“It was worth going there,” commented Orsolya 
Bader, a senior at McDaniel College Budapest.  “I got to 
meet people and exchange ideas, and I could interact with 
people at the same time as watching the outcome of some of 
the results in several rooms. I was surprised by how many 
people attended and also by the outcome of the swing states 
results. To be honest I was not really convinced before that 
Obama would win.”  

The party kicked off at around 7:30 pm, and lasted 
till around 4:00am, many of the diehards were still there, but 
had shifted from standing to sitting on the floor, and actually 
had to be booted from the venue. Unfortunately, the time that 
the festivities ended was just about the same time that final 
results from some states were coming in. Berne Weiss, who 
teaches Organizational Communication and Psychology in 
the Workplace at McDaniel commented on the event: “The 

biggest drawback was the 
time difference, which 
meant that just as it was 
getting interesting, I was 
fading. Would be great to 
be able to nap from 10 - 12. 
Maybe more sofas next 
time. The outcome is thrill-
ing; it couldn't say more 
about the range of possi-
bilities in American de-
mocracy. I have attended 
election night parties in 
Budapest before but this 
was the most exciting for 
me because I cared so 

much about the outcome, and was also optimistic about the 
outcome.” 

Not only America, but the entire world, seemed to 
be elated after the U.S Presidential Election finally concluded 
in the wee hours of Nov.5th with John McCain delivering a 
heartfelt speech conceding his loss and pledging his support 
to the President-Elect, Barack Obama. The world was stand-
ing at attention for the momentous occasion and Budapest 
wasn’t the only place with election festivities. In just about 
every major city across Europe, from Dublin to Athens, there 
was a party somewhere to celebrate the historical evening. 
They were mostly organized by Democrats and Republicans 
Abroad Groups, AmChams, and American Embassies. Out-
side of Europe there were election events held in places like 
Tokyo, Dubai, and in Kenya, where Obama’s father hails 
from, and people were celebrating on the streets. The New 
York Times reported recently that there is even a Barack 
Obama Fan Club in New Delhi, which oddly enough is com-
prised entirely of non-U.S citizens they raised $4,000 for 
Obama’s campaign.   

Below: Around 3:00am party goers moved to the floor to watch re-
sults come in. 
Left: From left to right student Orsolya Bader, Professor Matthew 
Adamson, and student Philipp Sigrist. 
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JANUARY TERM 2009—GET REGISTERED ASAP! 
 
By: Kelechi Ajoku 
 

     Dear students, it is 
with much pleasure that we 
present to you the course 
of the coming January 
Term: “September 11th and 
its Aftermath”.  
 Wait a minute! 
“January term??”, doesn’t-
that ring a bell? It sure 
does for students who once had problems graduating or those 
presently having problems graduating because they failed to 
get enrolled in or complete a January term. It also should ring 
a bell for all McDaniel college students who have completed 
the First Year Seminar course because it was definitely men-
tioned. What about the green book? The green book which 
has over time become a renowned informant on how the 
school system works, (especially for newly admitted stu-
dents) is yet to fall short in informing us about this same 
January term. 
    January term is just like the TOEFL in the sense that it is a 
requirement for graduation and is often left to the last minute 
by students.  What it is exactly is the successful completion 
of one three-week term in January with two credits assigned 
to it.  The course is available for each January and is made 
known to students approximately two months before the 
January term begins. You are expected to register for it as 
soon as the notice is out. You can find the notice on the 
McDaniel web page and the main bulletin board.  
     Some of the questions on the inquisitive minds at this 
junction would be: what kinds of courses are available during 
this term? Has it got anything to do with my major? Am I 
expected to pay an additional tuition? Who is qualified for 
the January term? Well, let’s answer these important ques-

tions one by one. Firstly, it is advisable to have an open mind 
concerning the January term courses. Remember this is a 
liberal arts college. Therefore, we should not be confined to 
one area of interest or our majors.  This coming January term 
course: ‘’September 11th and its Aftermath’’ is for every stu-
dent who wishes to enroll for the term, irrespective of their 
majors. And guess what? It’s already included in your tui-
tion. As for the fourth question, every McDaniel student—
fresh man, sophomore, junior and senior—is qualified.  
    The January term, in the minds of some students, has un-
pleasant side effects. The idea of cutting your holiday short 
for some additional classes is far from funny. But some times 
we need to make sacrifices as responsible students. Besides, 
its positive sides outweigh its negative side. The acquisition 
of knowledge (it is priceless!), the mind-expanding effects of 
research projects, the fact that you are done with one of the 
requirements for graduation, an additional two credits, and 
getting to make new friends are just but a few of its many 
positive sides. 
    For those of you who are interested, the forthcoming Janu-
ary term kicks off on the 5th of January and ends on the 22nd . 
The focus will be on the attacks of September 9/11 and their 
aftermaths, the questions: “why’’, “how’’, “when’’ will be 
answered, the role of the United Kingdom as a major ally  of 
the United State in the war in Iraq and Afghanistan, the re-
sponse of the Bush administration via the “Global War on 
Terror”.  
    Do you want to know more on the inhumane abuses of 
human rights in Guantanamo? If yes, then go get registered 
now.  
     Procrastination is going to do you no good. Don’t push it 
until your final year when it can easily be done now. Save 
yourself the last-minute pressure. Before you pay for that 
flight, or train ticket, think again. For more information, visit 
our web page: www.mcdaniel.hu or meet with Bernadett 
Solti or Professor Adamson for more inquiries and registra-
tion.  
         

Events 

Around Campus 

Below: Professor Jacob Doyle and study 
abroad students Stephanie Berlin and 
Jason Norton enjoying the “American 
Style” buffet.  
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